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BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB-NOV'SIRER SELECTION 


Cannon, Legrand. Look to the Mountain. Henry Holt and Co., October 
20, 1942. 565p. $2.75 Note: This book will not be available for 
sale bofore October 20th. It is a condition of syndication that no 
review be reprinted from Best Seliers before that date. 


Once upon a time America was a series of seahosrd colonies organized 
into provinces extending far into the interior wilderness. After the 
sea coast belt had been settled men did not move into the wilderness 
without some reason. If they couid live at home they stayed. It was 
only those who could not succeed at home or fit into the picture of 
ordered existence who left for new country. There were really two 
types, first, the settlers who were abie to select and buy the land 
on which they wished to live improving it without undue hardship; 

and second, the pioncers, wno were poor end who were given homesteads 
s0 that the proprietors could establish their titles whose conditions 
celled for the placing of a certain number of inhabitants in the new 
grents. The pionsers lived under very primitive conditions and their 
life was isolated and difficult yet thoss who succeeded developed 
into worthwhile citizens and were the backbone of the new country. 


s Legrend Cannon's Look to the Mountsin is a story of a boy and a 
girl who pioncersd in the New Hampshire region and who overcame ell 
difficulties to establish themselves successfully es heppy humen 

beings end good citizens. The story covers the period between 1769 
and 1777 but the history is merely incidentsl. The mountsin is 
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Mount Chocorua and is a symbol of the permanence and grandeur of 
the simple way of life chosen by the settlers. 


Whit Livineston was an inarticulate, uneducated young man skilled in 
farning but held back because his drunken fether owned only 4 voor 
unproductive farm in the settled village of Kettleford. He won the 
love of Melissa Butler, daughter of Cantain Butler, the inhuman and 
miserly innkeeper, and with her encouragement bested the local bleck- 
smith, José Felipe, in a mowing match engineered by her father with 
Melissa’ s favor as the bsit. Their love leads to a single illicit 
intercourse after which Whit and Melissa are determined to marry. 
Whit goes north to fined a home for her and finally is siven a hundred 
acres end a cow by the provrietors of Tamworth as s pioneer. His 
return is delayed by a sprained ankle. Durins the time he is away 
Captain Butler arranses to sell Melissa to Felipe and intercepts a 
letter from Whit to her, lyine and attemptine tc convince her that 
Whit is living with another woman. Melissa, however, remains cons- 

- tant and when Whit returns they overcome all obstacles including a 
knife thrown by Joe and are married. 


Whit and iMelissa immediatelv make the long, hard river journey to 
their new home stopping with Jonas and Ida Moore until a crude cabin 
can be built. They live alone with their nearest neighbors a day's 
journey away and with none of the comforts and few of the necessities 
of life. Both work exceedinely hard and gradually duild up their land 
into a worthwhile farm. Melissa bears two children and both are hsppy 
in their life. They help and are helped by the Moore's and other 
settlers and gradually the surroundine country is built up. One of 
Whit's proudest days is the first Town Meeting Dav when for the first 
time he assumes the responsibilities of citizenship and takes part 

in a representative democratic govatmment which, to Whit, sets the 
seal of success upon his efforts. 


During the Revolutionary War of which only echoes penetrate to Whit 
and his neighbors they learn that the British plan to use Indians 
against the settiers and Whit conceives it his duty to fight in pro- 
tecting the settlers’ families. He joins Stark at Bennington, is in- 
jured in the battle, saved by José Felipe, who is killed, end then, 
with the Indian danger removed, returns to his femily happy to be 
back and wishing only to continue his pesceful life. 


Look to the Mountain is a well-written book portreyine simple human 
courage and endurance in a simple wav of life. It is a granc exposi- 
tion of a bit of our own sociological history, the sienificance end 
importance of the agriculturel pioneer and his wey of life. Except 
for the one illicit intercourse the entire book is wholesome and 

thet incident is so treated that it is not offensive. Except for this 
one sin Whit and Melissaare admirable. The book can be recommended 
for all classes of readers, 


Atherton, Gertrude. The Horn of Life. D. Anpleton-Centruy Co. 
October 9, 1942. 299p. F2.50 


In The Horn of Life Gertrude Atherton has written another of her San 
S Francisco books. In these books she hes covered the historv of the 
city and its first families from 1860 to the 1930's. The present 
book deals with people of the postwar twenties and leaves only one 
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decade, the present, uncovered. Perhaps it is a mistake to assume 
that these San Francisco novels are historical. Strictly speaking 
they deal with humen relations azainst the background of San Fran- 
cisco which, to the author's mind, is indeed a most peculiar city. 
As in The House of Lee, the previous novel in this series, the pre- 
gent book is built almost entirely:‘around women with men playine 
only subsidiary roles. The present book tells the story of Lynn 
Randolph who fell in love with a city rather than a man, tried to 
lead that city to greater heights and when she failed, found a niche 
in marriage. 


When talented and charmins Lynn Randolph returns from France, where 
she has plaved a heroine's role, at the end of the first “Jorld War, 
she found her father, whom she hac adored, dead, her mother an 
alcoholic, her vounger sister, Sally, rebellious and unmanageable 
and the fanily fortune sone excent for a pittance which would keep 
them in circumstances far reduced from their former state. A mere 
s three or four thousand a year but Lynn made it do by moving the 

' family to a poorer section of the city where they owned a block of 
s houses. At the same time she found an opportunity of investing her 
little capital in an exclusive girl's nrevaratorv school. Though 
she had not severed connections with her old family friends she saw 
them only infrequently and because of her mother kept them at arms 
length although they were all fascinated with her. 


Through the family junkman, Lynn met Mr. Adcott who engaged her as a 
tutor in culture. Adcott was a businessman who hed retured to enjoy 
the fruits of his success. At heart he wes a gentleman though ex- 
ternally mildly rough and somevhat uncouth. Lynn gets on famously 
with him and does quite ea good job. In spite of everythings, however, 
Lynn is dissatisfied with her life end when her mother gets an attack 
of delirium tremens leading to heart dicease and is sent away with 

an old family servant, she takes the opportunity to liquidate her 
partnershiv in the school hoping to zo into business of some sort 
where she can find the adventure she craves. However her father's 
friends dissuade her from this and her girlhood friends persuade her 
to go in for a yeer of social gayety in place of her coming out year 
which had been missed on account of the war. She mects with immediate 
Success and becomes the toast of society but still she is unhappy. 

She meets Sir Archibald Pryce, a most eligible Enelishmen, but re- 
fuses his offer of marriage as she has elso refused Tom Drake another 
admirer. 


After Sir Archiblad leaves and her mother nas died Lynn finally de- 
cides upon her future cereer. Her pession is not for a men but for 
San Francisco. She must be sure that it will have the vremier place 
in the state, that it will roteain its former proud glory and that 
its aristocrecy will always remain in power. To that end she opens 
s 4 restaurant in the business section where she csn convert and stin- 
fs Wlete the leadine men of the town to renewed efforts on behalf of 

the city, The restaurant is a success but her vlan is a failure. At 

p thet voint she turns rather enigmetically to s companionable marriage 
fs with Adcott as the story ends. 


s There is little positive value in the book vet on the other hand 

s thers is little that would block its recommendation. Thor: is oc- 

s casional profanity but it is not too scrious,. On the whole it is a 

p Tather quiet story which will havo eppeal mostly for Atherton habit- 
Buees, Because of the inclusion of Sally and her defense of a strictly 
s Practical life the book should be restricted to adults. 
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Hale, Nancy. The Prodigal Women. Charles Scribner's Sons. Sept. 
28, 1942. {3.00 


The Prodigal Women is the story of three women wio threw their lives 
away with the utmost prodigality in an attempt to obtain security 
according to the standards of modern materialism. That, with one 
exception, they failed miserably is a damning indictment of twentieth 
century materialism where life has lost all perspective for those 

who do not base it upon those central objective truths which give it 
meaning but rather direct it solelv toward the satisfaction of their 
own desires. That such loss of perspective results inevitably in 
moral degeneration, in frustration and eventually in psychological 
aberration together with mental abnormality is unquestioned. Whether 
or not the author attempted to illustrate this idea with conscious 
intent is hard to say but nevertheless it is the central conclusion 
that can be drawn from the book. One cannot be sure of the author's 
intent since in many instances she is indefinite in condemning or un- 
holding the opinions and actions of her charecters. It can be said 
definitely that the book is a study of human relationships, that it 
attempts to show the interaction of love and versonalitv and that it 
points out the solutions achieved by a set of charecters under a 
given set of circumstances. The value of these solutions is ques- 
tionable. There are indications that the author misht believe love 
and marriage to be merelv a struesle between the male end female of 
the species in which the mele plays the dominent role but in which 
the female eventually conauers. Her three princinal male characters 
are of a soriewhat villainous cast, self-centered, adulterous, wife- 
beaters and domineering whiie the women are pictured as escaping 

into an inner world where these things csn be borne with a sort of 
equanimity until the men is worn aon by his own violence. The story 
spans the years between the early 1920's and the mid-30's but world 
events play only a very incidental role. The milieu consists of 
established Boston society and the melting pot that is New York. 


Essentislly the story is built about Leda March, an inhibited child, 
distantly related to an important Boston family. Leda's childhood 
was not normél. She was « quiet, moody, introverted child, taking 
pleasure solely in nature and in her own inward imaginary life and 
fearing relations with other people. Two forces conflict within her, 
the one indicates that safety lies in verfect introversion and self- 
sufficiency, the other compels her into a struggle to achieve security 
by dominating the people she fears. Throughout her life this conflict 
is to destrov whatever chance she has of achieving normel human re- 
lationships. Her school life is unsuccessful until she meets Betsy 
Jekyll, the hoydenish daughter of a man-hunting Southern family, 
wisuccessful until, at the socially elite Miss Sheraton's finishing 
School, she becomes intimate with Nicole Kruger, poised, polished and 
cultured child of modern materialistically ambitious parents. In en 
effort to imitate Nicola's calm certainty, her unsfraid acceptance of 
life, Leda achieves success in dominating people but only after she 
hes sacrificed the prospect of 2 successful, satisfvine and creative 
life in the realm of literature. Although never sure of herself Lede 
is outwardly confident and after her debut takes a prominent place 

in Boston society. 


§ Msizie Jekyll, Betsy's elder Sister, was a buddine Southern belle 
when her family moved to Massachusetts. Her one aim in life was to 
fell in love, marry and live out her davs according to the somewhet 
 &ccadent Southern standards under which she hed been reared. She was 


XUM 


never quite happy in the North until she fell in love with Lambert 
Rudd, Bohemian offspring of a respectable Boston fanily. Ruud is 
demanding, self-centered, pleasure mad and completely materialistic. 
He is a rather poor painter but is convinced of his own certain 
greatness although dissatisfied with his efforts to achieve it. 
Maizie expects to have marriage built around her as a typical South- 
ern matriarchy but instead she meets the demands of the ezocentric 
Lambert. Thinking that after marriage all would be aifferent she 
consents to his advances and has relations with him only to discover 
that that was all he wanted and that he had no thought of marriage 
which would impair his freedom. When Maizie becomes pregnant Lambert 
advises an abortion but she refuses, Then some remnant of his puri- 
tanical background forced him to marry her although he did it re- 
luctantly accusing Maizie of using the pregnancy only to trap him 
into a confining marriage which will destroy his life. After the 
marriage Maizie is prepared to have everything turn out the way she 
wants it but suddenly discovers that Lambert has no idea of settling 
down. Instead he prepares for a nainting expedition to South America 


.and it is only after pleading that he consents to take Maizie with 


him on the provision that she does not interfere with the normal 
conduct of his life. She is so fatuously in love that she determines 
to give him the type of life he wants hopins that she can gradually 
persuade him into her way of life. When pregnency interferes with 
the fast pace set by Rudd Maizie ensineers an abortion on her own 
responsibility. An infection is followed by months of sickness which 
completely destroys Maizie's health and beauty. Lambert is dissusted 
by sickness end his wife's inability to care for his bodily needs 
and is cruel and brutal in his trestment of her. Maizie suspects him 
of having relations with other women and the suspicion engenders the 
seed Of a psychosis which is later to bloom ebundsently. With Maizie 
somewhat convalescent they return home and immediately separate but 
after several months reunite to try their marriege again. 


After her debut Leda had almost decided to marry her cousin James 
March, a steady unimaginative doctor, who can give her wealth, 
position, devotion, security, everything she wants, One day she en- 
counters Lambert Ruud whom she had met as a child at the Jekylls 
and, attracted by his virile vitality and his pseudo-intellectual, 
pseudo-artistic epproach to life, bersins an affeir verging on the 
sexual and lasting for several months. Leda finds satisfaction in 
that way of life and finally agrees to marry Lambert when he can se- 
cure a divorce from Maizie. When he approaches her on that subject 
she consents readily but asks him to sleep with her just one more 
Night as a token of their once flourishing love sand as a result she 
becomes pregnant. Leda fears the scorn of her friends if she helps 
to destroy Rudd's marriage at this time and so she terminates the 
entire affair and leaves Ruud in a4 raes beceuse of his idea that 


| MWaizie had acted merely to trick him out of happiness. However he 


begins to fevl the responsibility for having wrecked her health and 
so he returns to her in an honest attempt to rehabilitete her and 

Meke success of their marriage. Maizie, however, is still extremely 
frightened of him and in spite of his protestations cannot bring her- 
self to trust him. In the meantime Leda marries James March and later 
bears him a son. Although she has achieved security Leda cannot live 
hormally and happily with James end after severel vears acauires a 
Reno divorce. Maizie bears her baby but Lambert's former brutality 
has induced an obsession which finally culminates in complete loss of 
Mental balance and Maizie is confined to a sanatorium in Virginia. 
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Leda had deserted Betsy Jekyll immediately before her debut in Boston 
society. Betsy herself lived rather normally for several years until 
she fell in love with Oren Garth, a tempersmentsl musician related 
to the aristocratic Starrs of New York. She voes willingly to his 
epartment but will not consent to sexual relations on which account 
Oren leaves her after several months, breaking her heart. In despsir 
she casually bestows her virginity uvon Peter, a friend of Oren's, 
end thereafter hes relations with any man, and their names were 
legion, until she meets Hector Connolly several years later. After 
her atfair with Garth, Betsy immediately leaves for New York, where 
she becomes an assistant to the fashion editor of Lady, a woman's 
magazine. Betsy is herd, impressed only with the idea of insuring 
her own success and getting all the pleasure she can out of life. New 
York impresses her and she plunges into its frenzied and fevered 
gayety. She contracts a drunken marriage but does not live with her 
husband nor does it affect her success or her philenéering. In time 
she meets Hector Connolly, a newspanerman with a yenfor writinre ex- 
_posé books about the upper classes, and falls in love with hin. They 
live together illicitly for a summer until Hector, another brutal, 
demandine, self-centered type, becomes disgusted with that type of 
life and with Betsy's vast escanades as excesdinely filthy. He forcss 
Betty through a third degree of extreme vsvchological brutality to 
purge herself by confessing al? her former sex sins snd accepting the 
abuse he gives her. Because of her love she submits to his brutality 
and his ultimatum thet he will not merry her until she has secured a 
divorce and made herself into a good woman such as his mother was. He 
sends her to Reno for s divorcee but is himself unfaithful in her ab- 
sence. When she returns they marry and retire to the country where 
Hector is to write his great book. Hsre Hesetor's suspicions as to 
Bstsy's faithfulness continue and his brutslity increases until 
after the birth of their child. Because of her Love Betsy bears every- 
thing with equanimity retreating within herself until Hector's bru- 
tality wears out. Hector mekes an attenpt to rejoin the Catholic 
Church and have his marriags validated. The outcome of that attempt 
is not definitcly told but the process is under wav ss these two 
characters fade out of the story. 


After her divorce Leda, who has the custody of her son, James, meets 
lambert Ruud in New York and takes up her affair with him at the poirt 
where they had discontinued. When Lambert is called to Virginia to 
passist in Maizie's cure, which hitherto had been thiousht impossible, 
she accompenied him and they set up a menage together. Maizie gradu- 
ally seems to return to normalcy, a false normalcy because she has not 
lost her obsessive fear of Lambert but merely substituted e fixation 
upon the omnipotence of her doctor for it. Lambert helps in this 
Pseudo-cure intending to live with Maizie until she is recovered and 
then ask her for a divorce so that he can marry Leda. However at the 
Same time he is still carrying on his affair with Leda. When Maizie 
discovers this both she and Leda revudiate Lambert who leaves. Maizie 
is now wholl:y dependent upon her doctor snd can only live with a 
senblance of normalcy when she is neer him. Leds, now at loose ends, 
finally recognizes her own fundemental insufficienev snd relinquishes 
the custody of their son to his fether who can rear him normally, her- 
elf retirine into seclusion as the storv ends. 

The Prodiral Women is a rather intricate and not too clearly written 
took abounding in illicit sex vith several of its characters extremely 
ttutal and alnost all of them motiveted by self-interest and desire 
pfor material security or havnniness. Its chief velue is a negative one 
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jllustrating the inadequacy of self-centered materialism as a basis 
for 8 successful humsn life. Hector and Betsy are the only ones to 
achieve anything approaching a successful solution but only after 
harrowing experiences caused by the materialistic standards uvon 
which they had built. Roth Maizie and Leda fail completely as does 
Lambert. The most objectionable character in the book is Lambert but 
he is closely followed by Hector until the final metamorphosis. Any 
self-respecting mule-skinner would gladly award the profanity cham- 
pionship to either of these two men. The suthor is indefinite in her 
position as to the correctness of her character's actions and leaves 
us with the impression that these things may be ecceptable. Because 
of this indefiniteness, the general brutalitv, the high incidence of 
illicit sex and the general lack of positive vslues the book is not 
recomended. 


Cain, James M. Love's Lovely Counterfeit. Alfred A. Knopf, October 
5, 1942. 218p. €2.00 


Following the rather objectionable Mildred Pierce James Cain has 
chosen to give us another story of the seamier side of life, this 
time minus most of the sex, but still dealing with raw and brutal 
passions. In Love's Lovely Counterfeit Mr. Cein tells a story of 
ganzsters and rackets in a small mid-western city in our present era. 


| Ben Grace, by underworld standards, was a chiseler, that is, he was 

neither all the way in or all ths way out of the rackets. He drove 

for Golly Caspar, vice and racket kine of Lake Citv, ran many of his 

errands but did not engage directly in anv of the gang's criminal 

} activity. By accident he net June Lyons, a youns lawyer who was help- 
ing in Jansen's ca:ipaign to unseat Meddux from the Lake City mayoralty. 

Maddux was controlled by Caspar and both he and his corrupt chief of 

| police, Cantrell, are necessary for the naintenance of Caspar's 

fF rackets. Becoming angry at Caspar, Ben conveved information about a 
mob under Caspver'’s protection who had robbed a nearby bank. Police 

| from a nearby town meke the arrest of all except one wounded robber 

who was killed by Casnar. NMowever the scsndal is sufficient to elect 

Jansen and Caspar flees to Mexico. 


} Ben Grace tekes over the rackets and because June is in love with him 
and Jansen is in love with June, he uses her to obtain protection for 
his rackets which now onerate behind a lezal front with prostitution 
and others of the most objectionable type discontinued while slot 

Machines and bookmekin=s occupy the ain roles. Ben Grace is too self- 
interested to remain lone in love with June but insteed forms ean 
sttraction for her scapegrace sister, Dorothy. In the meantime the 

1.3.1. agents have returned Casnar from Mexico to Lake City to face 

| income tax evasion indictments. Then Caspar excapes and tricks Dorothy 
and Ben into an assignetion in un abandoned apartment where he intends 

} to kill Ben but is instead killed by Dorothy. Ben and Dorothy leave 

the body in Caspar's car parked in midtown and sfter recovering roney 

and bonds which Caspar had cached attempt to flec to Canada where 

they will join the armed foress until after the war. However they are 

Meognized and Ben is shot in the stomach. By trickery he marries 

| Lrothy to prevent either fron testifvine against the other but in 

the effort he succumbs to peritonitis and dies. 


tthe moral of the story seems to be thet crime does not nay end that 


no matter how smart a racketeer is he always traps himself in the 
end. The moral is laudable but the method of telling it is almost 
the same brutal, quasi-realistic style that Mr. Cain has used before. 
The book is filled with descriptions of asng activities, methods of 
outsmartine the law, murders and other such incidents which make it 
unsuitable for adolescent reading. Although the final conclusion is 
morally good yet its worth has been definitely established lone ago 
and the present bock ades nothing to it. Otherwise there is little 
positive value and while the book may be permitted to mature adults 
readers it should not be recormended to anv devrree. 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB-SEPTHIBER SELECTION 


Dawson, Christovher. The Judgnent of the Nations. Sheed end Ward. 


- We are passing through one of the great turning points of history-- 
a judgment of the nations as terrible os any of those which the 
prophets described. We see all the resources of science and technol- 
ogy of which we were so proud devcted methodically to the destruction 
of our world. And behind this material destruction there are even 
greater svils, the loss of freedom and the loss of hope, the enslave- 
ment of whole neoples to sn inhuman order of violence and oppression. 
Yet however dark the prospect appears we know that the ultimate de- 
cision does not rest with man but with God and that it is not His 
will to leave humanity to its own destructive impulses or to the 
slavery of the powers of evil. God not onlv rules history, He inter- 
venes as an actor in history and the mystery of the Divine Redemption 
is the key to His creative action." (pp.149-150) 


Almost all of the new and major work of Dawson is sumnerized in this 
paragraph. As will be expected by past readers of his works, he re- 
iterates his major thesis that a vital religion is an integral part 
of a progressing civilization. "The modern liberal secular state 
emerged as a solution of the problem of religious disunity.” (p.36) 
Thus the present Euronean disunity and the state of strife is at 
least partly attributable to the religious disunity arising in the 
sixteenth century. This religious disunity wes based on sociological 
lor political) causes. (p.178) The secularization of life or the 
separation of ccrtain functions, e.%., politics, from acknowledeed 
moral control was completed with the advent of the machine eee, the 
extension of science which, in the nends of the dictators, has re- 
sulted in e social control extending to the whole of life and cons- 
tlousness. (pp.106-3) 


Tus the first half of the book is e critical resume of the causes 
leading to "the disintegration of Western civilization." Then he con- 
tentrates on the present, outlinine the two great weaknesses of 

modern planned society, lack of pversonal freedom snd a disregard for 
spiritual velues. (».117) Later (n.192 ff) he voints out that the 
elements in society that need protection are freedom of association 
With others and fre:dom of vocation. 


fowhere does he atteript a blueprint of the future. Oniv in the last 
thapter does he become specific in proposing "not a leasue of nations 
ut a confederation, a leaxue of federstions, based on community of 
tulture and cach organized es a society of nations or states with 
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autonomous rishts." (p.214) But, ss indicated in the concluding part 
of the quotation opening this review, "The Sword of the Spirit is 
both the power than can deliver us from the hand of the enemy sand 
the force that awakens and sets free the dormant sources of energy 
in human nature itself." Application of the theological virtues of 
faith, hope and charity in both the intellectual and religious 
spheres are necessary in the promotion of religious unity, the 
cornerstone of a revitalized world civilization. 


This is without question a great synthesis of Christian thought 
applied to the field of politics. Its condensation, its frequent 
categorical statements without support of facts will make it difficult 
reading for those persons who are not vet accuainted with Dawson's 
writings. Therefore, while we strongly recommend The Judgment of 
the Nations we think that its reading should be »receced by a readine 


of Dawson's earlier works such as Progress and Religion. 


CRIME CLUB-OCTOBER SELECTION 


Davis, Frederick C. Deep Lay the Dead. Crime Club, Doubleday, ¢* 
Doran and Co., October 9, 1942. 3Chp. §2.00 


Rigby Webb was a competent methematics instructor, evidently well- 
liked by administrative officers, faculty and students. Suddenly he 
was fired without notice. The deans of other colleges were interested 
in adding him to their faculty but always at the last moment there 
was a vague "Sorry but" sentence and Rig would have to start on an- 
other track. Then he tried to enlist twice but the army physicians 
found a heart murmur which his reeular phvsician couldn't detect. So 
when a mysterious offer came from a Dr. Chandler living in the Pocono 
Mountains of Pennsylvania, Rig applied in person. Dr. Chandler, he 
found, was an expert on codes, in which Rig had had a deen interest 
for vears, and was working on an extremely important task for the 
governnent. Shortly after Rig's arrival a snowstorm isolated the 
house. Then a special courier was killed en route with secret in- 
structions to the doctor. Telephone lines were cut. Combined with 
these physical factors were the dislikes existing between the men- 
bers of the lerge week-end party the doctor's wife had arranged. 


The rapid action, fsir dialogue and cheracterization and brief stress 
on the nature and need of ciphers to insure secrecy of cormunication 
in war make this spy story above averege and suitable for ell. 


Stern, G.B. The Young Matriarch. The Macmillen Co., October 13 
"3.00 


The five-fold genealosical chert of the many ramifications of the 
Rakonitz family, inserted at the head of this novel, is *lmost 
hecessary reference material for those readers who have not already 
become accuainted with the tribe in !‘iss Stern's previous novel, 

The Matriarch. Some such fanily tree is needed to identify the inter- 
Telationships of the host of men and women and children,---uncles, 
aunts, cousins, grendnieces,----who swarm throuch the six hundred 

and fifty pages. 


— 


It is nigh to impossible to eive a reasonably brief summary of a 
story which covers sone sixty years, involves over forty major char- 
acters, and travels over half the western hemisphere. Rakonitzes and 
Czelovars live in Vienna, in Paris, in Stamboul, in Greece, in Cal- 
ifornia, and along the Italian Riviera; but their principal center 

is London. The adventures of some of the tribe take them to South 
Africa, Central America, Poland, Denmark. Rakonitzes sre born, are 
puried, marry, heve children;--or thev remain single like Great- 
uncle Meximilian end Grest-aunts Truda and Wenda;--they entertain 

at nine-course dinners, attend funerals, arrve, escane from invaders 
lose a fortune in a salted ruby mine, endure bombs; they are generous 
and auerrelsore, egotistic and unselfish. They are, almost all of 
them, completely human and, if not likable, at least understandable. 


The familv has had a tradition of matriarchal rule, which they eccept 
et times resentfullyv, but philosophically and even with admiration 
end respect. Old Anastasia can disrupt a carefully »vlanned family 
dinner bv bringing in a complete stranger, and the resulting chaos 
is shrugged off, met with some aplomb. When Anastasia dies, there 
is Toni, her granddaurhter, to succeed her. But when Toni is killed 
in an airplane accident in 1936,--leavineg her two children, Babette 
and David, orvhens at the age of 14 and 12, resnectively,--the posi- 
tion of matriarch in the tribe is disputed by several claimants, but 
most energetically by Aunt Isidora Rakonitz and Aunt Berthe Czelovar, 
both childless but resdy and zealous to mother every member of the 
family who needs sympathy, love, food, shelter. However, young Bab- 
ette, (Babs), has inherited her mother's temperament and she, too, 
has the instincts of a matriarch in the grand tradition, The novel 
centers chiefly about Babs: her affection for great-aunt Annette, 
her Hollywood adventure vith aunt Loraine, her love for cousin 
Nicholas, her affection for her brother David. But the modern gener- 
ation is less patient with its mstriarchs, and the exisencies of 
the present war bring Babs to a final awakening and, it is suggested, 
a renunciation of matriarchal ambitions. 


The suthor handles the complicated story of the meny-branched family 
with masterly skill. One after another of these spirited people come 
alive: not only Berthe, Sidora, Babs, but also "Little" Klaus, Uncle 
Dietrich, Annette, Letti, Nicholas, Friedl, Loraine, Franz, Roberta, 
Aunt Elsa. There is humor, pathos, irony, high good spirits, gentle 
affection, spontaneous generosity. The family is heart-warming com- 
pany, and one effect of the novel will be to explain, without apol- 
ogy, the exuberant humanity, the vital generosity, and unselfish 
instincts of a larse Jewish family. The one defect which will limit 
the recommendation of this novel to adult readers is the apparent 
tolerance, among the Rakonitz tribe, of the irregular extre-merital 
affairs of some of its men. The Rakonitz men choose for their wives 
"that one and no other"; but they may slso keep enother not ea wife, 
89 lone as they do not expect the familv to recognize the mistress 
Sociallv. These situations, it must be added, are never exploited by 
the euthor. The book never lapses from good taste. 


The Young Matriarch is a sequel to Miss Stern's earlier novel, The 
latriarch, but can stend indsnendentlyv. It is, moreover, rather a 
Woman’s novel than a men's. Adult resders will find the style admir- 
able, and the length never boring. A word, too, should be said in 
Waise of the publishers for the high quelity of the vrinting and the 
Paver in these days of wer-econony. 

Grady, S.J. 
University of Scranton 
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Childs, Marquis W. I Write From Washington. Harper & Brothers. 


Ten years (1932-1942) as a reporter in Washington have not weakened 
in the author of Sweden: The Middle Wey the #ift for making admir- 
ably objective professional judeaments. He witnessed the kaleide- 
scope of the past momentous decade in the cockpit of the world, and 
with no signs of vertigo, survived to write a penetrating, accurate, 
and reellv fescinatins account of events, messures, and men. His 
interpretation is substantially sound, and graced by a feeling for 
the humen interest of the tremendous story. 


Some of the best parts of the book are the pen-pictures of the chief 
actors. Onlv the eye of an artist could have seen, in Sir Ronald 
Lindsay the 


perfect end product of a method which had, es 
events were to prove, outlived its usefulness. 
Sir Ronald was in the Curzon tredition, straight 
out of Harold Nicholson. Self-contained, self- 
assured, he went through the ritual of his career 
with a maximun of correctness. You received fron 
the Foreign Office a teleg.:am instructing you to 
take up a matter of importance with the Secretary 
of State. You made an appointment with the Secre- 
tary of State, you called on hin, and you solemnly 
discussed with him the matter of importance to 
your government. You went beck to your embassy 
and you wrote in the mwotund lanzuare or your pro- 
fession a disratch to your Foreign Office(p139-40) 


Mr. Childs has a deep suspicion of "big government end big business", 
and, in beholding the New Deal's earnest efforts to harmonize democ- 
racy with nationalized social plennine, he is pardonably awed at the 
magnitude of the problem. However, if he places no garlands of un- 
quelified approval on the Great Exneriment, he disynl«ys his usual 
balsnce and fairness in judgins it. He holds the minority viewpoint 
thet the Roosevelt revolution was essentislly conservative. The Pres- 
ident, he believes, "stenned...into the ruins of the America of the 
‘twenties and...put the vieces bock into place. Ue did not slter 
fundemental relationshivs in finance...or envwhere else (n.15) 


As regards the War, the author was, from the beginning, an inter- 
ventionist, in the more moderate and reasonable sense of that term. 

In this book he may at times take the isolationists' arguments too 
lightly, but «his general position is difficult to impugn. He believes 
that one of the greatest victories of Nazi pronarzsnds wes its dis- 
crediting of Bernard Baruch's grave warning in the Fell of 1939 with 
Tespect to the imperative need of America's re-arning.(p.156) There 

are few who will deny that traric fect now. 


Mr, Childs regards the Syanish Civil War as the "beginning of Hitler's 
conquest of Europe." (p.13%) This interpretation, while still in the 
stage of historical hypothesis, has many more defenders today, even 
mong Catholics, than it had ea few years ago. Incidentally, the 
author's judgment on the attitude of Catholics towards the Spanisna 

War is accurate and fair. The plain fact is that there was--and still 
is--among Catholics a real division on the issue. 


‘ 1h, 1942. 331p. $3.00 


This book is recommended for the reader who likes his contemporary 
history with a dash of human color (which in no way sacrifices 

accuracy of account) and who is not particularly interested in new 
revelations. 


Joseph T. Durkin, S./. 
University of Scranton 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB--OCTORER SELICTION 


Considine, John J.,!!.l1. Across a World. ‘With the collaboration 
of Thomas Kernan. Longmans, Green, Oct. 7, 1942. xvi,400p. $2.50. 


Those who have read Davson's Judgment of the Nations will recall 
that his snecific for the preserv:tion of the world and the return 
to Christian unity is reliance unon spiritual mesns, uvon the theo- 
lorical virtues of faith, hope and charity. MNawson does not fo into 
very detailed ap-licstions of there virtues to daily life. Perhaps 
this reviewer is soing bevond the facts but he feels thst the edi- 
tors of the Cetholic Book Club almost Jeliberatelv chose Across 

a Vorld to succeed Dawson's book b2cause itportrays so beautifully 
those virutes at work in the world today. 


The author joined the Catholic Foreign Mission Society of America 
(Maryknoll) in 1915, has been its Assistant Generel since 1934, is 
Associste sditor of The Field Afar, author of several books on 

the nissions of which tne latest, ‘when the Sorghum was Hieh, is a 
very vopuler biorranhy of a martyred Maryknoller, Father Donovan. 
For ten vears Father Considine was director oi the infoimation ser- 
vice of the Congregation of Propaganda Fide in Rone. 


The bulk ot this book is an account of his travels to Asia and 
Kfrica mede while on duty in Rome. By trxin snd boat and plane 
we travel with Father Considine through Vestern end Central and 
Southeast Asia, Japan, Oceania end Africa, which he calls the 
bright continent. His mzthod is to describe crimsrily the mis- 
Sionary activiti:s of the Church in these countries but closely 
interwoven are fscts on social customs and the gezosrephy of the 
other side of the world. Undoubtedly this is the nost compr2hen- 
siv: and readable survey made of contemporary miss'on activitics. 


Above ali this account reveals the indonitabl: courece of the 
missioners. Their motto niszht well be that quot:d on »,289: Where 
there's a wil?, there's a way; if there is no way, I will make one.” 
fere you will find the names of the men and women who are finding 

the way to »ring Christ's truths to all parts of the world, men 

like the sightless Bishop Turene Allys, women liks the "little piece 
of Dublin inpudence", “‘othér Kevin of the Frencisean Sisters, 

Across a World is must rvading both for its fectual message and es 

@ source of inspiration. 


— 
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Douglas Cc. e. Robe. Houghton, Mifflin, Oct. 14, 1942. 
695p. $2.7 


Mr. Douglas' skill as a story-teller (snd ¢s a novelist) has 
matured considerebly since his trst novel, The Magnificent Ob- 
session. In his latest and longest book he invents a legend 
about the seamless robe which Christ wore,the garment on which 
the Roman soldiers who crucified Him cast lots. The principal 
character of the story, however, is not the robe, but the young 
Roman tribune, Marcellus Lucan Gallio, who is represented as the 
leader of the executioners and the lucky one who wins the robe. 


Marcellus, the son of Senator Gallio, (so the storv goes), in- 
sulted Tiberius' vrince-regent, Gaius Drusus Agrippa, and is 
punished by being sent to fulfill his first command in the Roman 
tort atMinoa, (or Gaza) in Palestine. This is a turbulent and 
1ar-away place where it is hoped that the untried young tribune 
will perish either in one of the recurring mutinies sat the fort 
or at the hands of Bedouin brisands. With Mercellus voes his 
high-born Greek slseve, Demetrius. Marcellus, in true hero fashion, 
takes command oft the fort «nd reforms its discipline. At the 
Paschal season, he heads s continrent of his troops to Jerusslem 
to assist Procurator Pilate's soldiers in pvolicins the festival 
crowds. It is the Pa:ch of Christ's Passion and Death, end the 
toueh Minoan garrison is detsiled to the execution. Marcellus, 
helf-drunk, wins the seamless robe and at @ bangust thet evening 
is forced to nut it on. The shock of the Crucifixion and its at- 
tendant circumstances disturvs his mind seriouslv. His slave, 
Demetrius, is told to destroy the robe; but the slave preserves 
it when he discovers it has a stranve power to impart peace. 


The youthful dauczhter of Senator Gallus, the lovely Diana, a 
favorite of #mperor Tiberius, succeecs in having Marcellus, whom 
she loved, recalled to Rome; but Marcellus is so devressed in mind 
that on his return his fsther sends him off to Athens in care of 
his Greek slave to recuperate. In Greece he is cured of his © 
melancholy by contact with the robe, “nd sets himself to learn 
more about Jesus. He and his sleve learn Aramsic end then, with 
Tiberius’ approval, go to Palestine. There, a year after the Cru- 
cifixion of Christ, theyencounter the early Christians, meet the 
apostles and discinles of Christ, hesr eyewitness testimony to 

His miracles, and learn the finel -reat miracle of the Resurrec- 
tion. Both master and slave b:come Christians--Marcellus after 
witnessine the stoning of Stephen--end return to Rome to find 
Christianity already there, flourishing, and proscribed. Tiberius 
is angered :t Marcellus’ report of his travles end findings, and 
Marcellus escapes from the emperor's condemnation. He converts 

@ rich farmer of Arpino «nd his work-folk, and then oes to Rome. 
Meantime Demetrius hss to rescue Dians from C: pri «nc the unwel- 
cone attentions of Celigula, who hes succeeded Gaius. Marcellus 
and Dinna meet, marry, «nd are arrested. Mercellus is condemned 
to death by Calieulas for refusing to renounce his belief in Christ, 
Digna joins Mereellus, defyinr the emperor, and they zive the 
precious robe to a faithful Christian sleve as they are led to 
martyrdom. 


Yim 
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The story is well told and with a wealth of complication. It 
moves with a rapid pace. Historically there are many minor errors; 
Mr. Douglas has not the scholarship of a Robert Graves, a Lion 
Feuchtwanger, or a Manual Komroff. Scriptural scholars, varti- 
cularly Catholics, will wonder at the omission of any mention 

of Pentecost, at the merely casual allusion to the Last Supper, 

the suppression of sny acknowledgement of a Christian priesthood, 
save the rather presbyterian respect for the apostles as elders- 
in-the-faith; and they will smile at the rather incongruous mare 
riage arreneed for Mercellus and Diane, both Christian, by a half- 
Christian"justice of the peace", the farmer Appius. The feeding 
of the five thousand 4s half-explained away as no greater miracle 
than the vnower of Christ's example in vromptine those with lunch- 
baskets to share their food with those who did not provide for 
themselves. One can almost feel the Protestant minister shying 
away from any of the Catholic and Christian doctrine which he does 
not accent. Yet one wonders why Mr. Dourlas is at such pains to 
bring Peter to Rone within two or three years after Christ's 

death, and to insist thut Rome will be overcome bv Christianity 

and will rule men by spiritual empire. That Peter was in Rome that 
esrly has been constant Cetholic tradition, but the implications 

of that fect are usually disturbing to Protestantisn. 


The novel is, however, in the main completely reverent and may be 
read by all not only with pleasure but with inspiration. It 
misses being a great novel by reason of style snd thoroughness in 
historical det»il. But it will, undoubtedly, be widely read. 


S.J. 
University of Scranton 
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